	American History II
	Unit 4 – Post World War II,  the Cold War, and Life in the 1950’s

	Unit 4B  Key Concepts 


Key Concepts:  

· Describe and explain social changes seen after WWII, such as the “baby boom, suburbs, white flight”

· Analyze the change in the relationship between the United States and the Soviet Union and understand the causes for the immediate development of the Cold War

· Define & explain the new Red Scare and McCarthyism as seen in the 1950s

· Evaluate the presidencies of Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, and John F. Kennedy
· Define the reasons for the dire need for an American space program and evaluate the impact of technological advancement upon the economic and social development of the nation

	Important Words to Know & be able to Explain


	Cold War, United Nations, Satellite Nation, Containment, Iron Curtain, Truman Doctrine, Marshall Plan, Berlin Airlift, North Atlantic Treaty Organization, Chinese Civil War, Korean War,  HUAC, Hollywood ten, Loyalty Review Board, Blacklist,  Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, Joseph McCarthy, H‐Bomb, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John Foster Dulles,  Brinksmanship, CIA, Warsaw Pact, Eisenhower Doctrine, Nikita Khrushchev, Francis G. Powers, Flexible Response, Fidel Castro, Berlin Wall, Limited Test Ban Treaty, and Cuban Missile Crisis.



Cold War
1. What is the Iron Curtain?  What are the satellite nations?  What region of the world does this apply to?

2. Describe the policy of containment.  What idea is the U.S. trying to stop from spreading?

3. What was the Truman Doctrine?  What was the goal of the Truman Doctrine? How did Truman first assert his doctrine in Greece and Turkey? 

4. What was the Marshall Plan?  How much was spent?  What was its goal?

5. During the 





, the U.S. flew in supplies to the city after Stalin had cut off access.

6. What does NATO stand for?  Why is it created?

7. What did the Soviet Union create as a response to NATO and what countries were members?
8. Explain how China became Communist?  Who was its new Communist leader?

9. How was the Korean War part of the policy of containment?

10. What U.S. General was fired during the Korean War?  Why?

11. What was the final result in the Korean War?  How is Korea divided today?

12. How does the Hydrogen Bomb differ from the Atomic Bomb?

13. What was the policy of brinksmanship?

14. What covert actions did the US undertake in the Middle East and in Latin America?

15. What happened at the Geneva Summit?

16. How did conflict over the Suez Canal start a war in the Middle East?

17. What was the Eisenhower Doctrine and how did it try to contain communism?
18.  How did the launching of Sputnik impact the United States?
19. How did the results of the Bay of Pigs invasion affect Castro and the United States?

20. What happened in the Cuban Missile Crisis?
21. Why did Cuban exiles turn against Kennedy and the Democrats?

22. Why was the Berlin Wall built?
Post World War II & Life in the 50’s
23. Why were Americans worried about the security of the United States?

24.   What was the purpose of the “loyalty review board”?
25.  What was the role of the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)?

26.  What happened to the Hollywood Ten? Why?

27.  Who were Julius and Ethel Rosenberg?  What movement did they fall victim to?

28.  Who was Joseph McCarthy?  What did he do to try to find Communists?  What led to McCarthy’s demise?  

29.  How did Truman try to readjust soldiers to American society?

30.  What was Truman’s stance on civil rights?  How did he make this happen?

31.  Who were the Dixiecrats?  Did they support Truman?  Why or why not?

32.  Describe what Truman wanted to accomplish with the Fair Deal?  Was it approved by Congress? Why?

33.  How did U.S. citizens respond to the constant threat of nuclear war?

34.  What Soviet leader died in 1953?  Who took over?
35.  Why was the launching of Sputnik such a shock for the U.S., and what effects did the launch have on American educational system?

36.  What agency did the U.S. create to catch up with Soviet advances in Sciences?

37.  What happened during the U-2 Incident?  What nation is angry with the U.S.?

38.  What did Eisenhower warn the U.S. against in his farewell address?

39.  What is suburbia?  How do cars lead to the development of the suburbia?

40.  What was “White Flight” and what caused it? 

41.   How did William Levitt contribute to the growth of the suburbs after World War II? 

42.  What is the “baby boom generation”?

43.  When did the television become widely available?  How did it change the lives of the Americans?

44.  Describe the beatnik movement and its impact on American society.

45.  What does social conformity mean and what were three developments of the 1950s that led to social conformity? How? 

46. What was the GI Bill and what important effects did it have? 

48.  How did music change American society during the 1950s? 

