	American History II                                                                                                               Unit 4A Goal Sheet

	World War II


Key Concepts: 

1. What are the underlying causes of World War II
2. Explain the reasons for U.S. entry into World War II.
3. Identify and explain key developments on the home-front during WWII.
4. Trace and explain the development of events during World War II in the European and Pacific Theater. 
5. Evaluate Truman decision to drop atomic bombs on Japan.
6. Explain how the end of WWII leads to the start of the Cold War.

	Important Vocabulary to Know & be able to Explain
	Stalin, Hitler, Mussolini, Tojo, Francisco Franco, Spanish Civil War, Appeasement & Munich Conference, Winston Churchill, Neville Chamberlain, Blitzkrieg, Battle of Britain, Neutrality Acts, Nye Committee, Four Freedoms, Lend Lease, Selective Service Act, Destroyer Bases, Atlantic Charter, Pearl Harbor, Battle of Stalingrad, Casablanca, Island Hopping, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Douglas Mac Arthur, Bataan Death March, Manhattan Project, Robert Oppenheim, GI Bill, War Production Board, Rationing,  Battle of Midway, Battle of the Bulge, V-E Day, V-J Day, Yalta, Potsdam, and Nuremburg Trials.  



The Rise of Totalitarian Governments

1. What is a totalitarian government? 
What is a Fascism government?
2.  Fill-in the chart below
	Country 
	Leader & Type of government
	How did they rise to power?
	Actions of the Nation Prior to the War

	Germany
	
	
	

	Soviet Union
	
	
	

	Italy
	
	
	

	Japan
	
	
	

	Spain 
	
	
	


The Start of WWII in Europe

3. How did the terms of the treaty that ended WWI contribute to the problems that led to the start of WWII? 

4. Why did the European nations choose to adopt a policy of appeasement in dealing with Hitler’s aggression in the 1930s? 

5. What was the Kellogg-Brand Pact trying to attempt to do?  What was US trying to stay?

6. What was the purpose of the German-Soviet Pact?  What countries did it concern?

7. What event led Great Britain and France to declare war on Germany?

8. What was included in the new German military tactic blitzkrieg?

9. What important democracy fell in June of 1940?

10. Describe the Battle of Britain.  To what type of warfare did it lead to?  Why is this battle important?
Genocide & Mass Atrocities of War
11.  What is the Holocaust?

12.  What was the Nuremberg Laws?  What was the goal of the Nuremberg Laws?

13.  What happened on Kristallancht?

14.  What was the Final Solution?

15.  What was the major weapon used in death camps?

16.  How many Jews were killed in the Holocaust?

17.  What were the Nuremberg Trials and what important principles was established there?

US Enters WWII
18.  What did the Neutrality Acts state?  Why did we use this as pre-war foreign policy?

19.  What was the Cash and Carry policy?  Why did we start using this over the Neutrality Acts?

20.  What was Lend-Lease Policy?

21.  What was the Four Freedoms according to Franklin Delano Roosevelt?

a.

b.

c.

d.

21.  List and explain three other ways other than Neutrality Acts and Lend Lease, US was not truly neutral before declaring war in 1941.
a.

b.

c.

22.  Why did Japan attack Pearl Harbor and what was U.S. reaction?
23.  Fill in the Chart Below

	MAJOR AXIS POWERS

	Country
	Leader

	
	

	
	

	
	


	MAJOR ALLIED POWERS

	Country
	Leader

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


War on Home-Front
24.   What was the Selective Service Act?  What was unique about this?

25.   Who were the Tuskegee Airman?
26.  What was the role of the War Production Board?
27.  What was the Manhattan Project?
28.   Who did Rosie the Riveter Symbolize?

29.   What were Japanese Internment Camps?  What did the Supreme Court say about them in Korematsu v. United States (1944)?
30.   How did the war and its immediate aftermath affect the following?
a.  Returning GI’s-

b.  Family Life-

War in Europe & Asia

31.  What was the purpose of the Battle of the Atlantic?

32.  What happened to the Germans at the Battle of Stalingrad?  Why is this known as the turning point of war in Eastern Europe?

33. How did U.S. and Great Britain decide to start reconquering of Europe?  Did this work?
34.  What was significance of the Battle of the Bulge?

35.  What effect did D-Day have on France?  What French town did the Allies invade through?

36.  What id V-E Day?
37.  What happened to FDR and Hitler in April of 1945?

38.  Why was Germany’s attack on Russia a mistake and how did it come to a halt?
39.  Who was General Douglas MacArthur?  What happened to him and his troops in the Philippines following Pearl Harbor?

40.  What was the Bataan Death March?

41.  The Battle of Midway is often seen as the turning point in the war in the Pacific.  Explain why

42.  What was island hopping?  What was the goal of island hopping in the Pacific
43.  What was Kamikaze mission?  How does this demonstrate Japan fascist regime?
44.  Why was the Battle of Iwo Jima important?
45.  Why was the Battle of Okinawa important?

46.  How did US get Japan to surrender?

47.   Fill in the Chart Below:

	Name of Conference
	Date 
	Decision

	Atlantic
	
	

	Casablanca
	
	

	Tehran
	
	

	Yalta
	
	

	Potsdam
	
	


48.  How does the conferences of Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam increase hostilities between US and Soviet Union?

49.  Explain which conference leads to the start of the Cold War and why?
