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	Instructions:
	Read and complete the first side of this document WITHOUT turning to the back side. Then take a break (20 to 30 minutes). Then turn the sheet over and complete the back side WITHOUT turning back to the front.
IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU FOLLOW THESE INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY. 


Research has demonstrated that we remember a fairly accurate representation of a sentence immediately after we hear it. But as time passes and new information is added, we forget surface details and may retain only the gist of what was said. Context is also important for the memory system, because how a stimulus is interpreted influences how it will be remembered. Scripts or schemata describing well-learned routines provide a context for remembering facts. However, they can also interfere with accurate memory.

For example, suppose you have a "script" or schema for making apple pie, but you decide you want to make Aunt Jane's apple pie that requires adding half a cup of apricot jam. If you forget to add the jam, it is probably because it does not fit into your schema for apple pie. Eyewitness memory and autobiographical memory demonstrate how recall is actually a reconstruction of a past event that relies on old and new information. In this activity you will be asked to read a story, write a story, and evaluate your abilities to recall.

READ:

I made reservations on Sunshine Airlines to fly to Pittsburgh. The next day I picked up my ticket. I packed my new blue suit for the trip. I took the expressway to the airport and parked in long-term parking. Inside the airport, I found the Sunshine Airlines ticket counter and gave the attendant my ticket. The attendant checked my two bags and directed me to gate G-3. After walking to my gate, I boarded the plane. I found my assigned seat. Unfortunately, it was right next to a crying baby. The baby was crying so loudly, I could hardly hear the flight attendant read the flight instructions. The plane flew to its destination and landed. I collected my carry-on luggage and walked off the plane. I was lucky enough to find a cab right away and left the airport.

Write:

In the space that follows, write your own account of a plane trip that you have taken, or, if you have never flown before, write down your version of what you think it would be like.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	REMINDER:
	DO NOT TURN BACK TO THE FRONT SIDE.


Questions for the Critical Thinker 
1. Read the following sentences. Without looking back at the story, circle the sentences that actually appeared in the story you just read.

A. The attendant checked my two bags, gave me my seat assignment, and directed me to gate G-3.

B. I made reservations on Sunshine Airlines to fly to Pittsburgh.

C. I found my assigned seat.

D. After walking to my gate, I boarded the plane.

E. I stored my carry-on luggage.

F. The plane took off.

G. I claimed my luggage.

H. I was lucky enough to find a cab right away and left the airport.

I. I took the expressway to the airport and parked in long-term parking.

J. I collected my carry-on luggage and walked off the plane.

Check the accuracy of your recall: The following sentences actually appeared in the story: B, C, D, H, I, and J. Sentences A, E, F, and G did not appear explicitly in the story. If you thought these sentences did appear, it may be due to a schema or script that you have concerning airplane travel. When you recall a script-related activity, such as "The plane took off," errors in remembering occur, because we are apt to recall script activities that were implied but never actually stated. Errors and distortions occur, because remembering is often a reconstruction of the past based partly on what was and partly on what we expect. Look over your responses. Do your incorrect responses reflect implied information? Explain _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2. Why do you suppose that you were asked to write your own story about a plane trip? How did it help or hinder your performance in the recall task? ___________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. What other script-related activities could hinder your recall? _________________

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4. How can knowledge about reconstructions help you to be more accurate in future recall? ____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

