The Legacy of the Marshall Court (1801-1835)
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Chief Justice John Marshall

by William Wetmore Story

John Marshall Park,

District of Columbia
( Major Goals of Chief Justice Marshall, appointed by President John Adams in 1801:
A. Increase the powers of the national government.
B. Diminish the powers of the states.
C. Perpetuate the Federalist principle of centralization.

D. Property rights of individuals need to be protected from government interference.
( Legacy of Marshall Court:
A. Established primacy of federal gov’t over states in exercising control of economy.
B. Opened the way for an increased federal role in promoting economic growth.
C. Affirmed protection for corporations and other private economic institutions from

local governmental interference. Allowed for the growth of the new industrial capitalist economy.
Who was Justice John Marshall?

( Served as Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court from 1801-1835

( Served in the House of Representatives (Virginia) from 1799-1800

( Leader in the Federalist Party

( Longest serving justice in U.S. History (to date)

( Played a significant role in the development of the legal system

( Cemented position of judiciary as an independent and influential branch of gov’t

( Confirmed the supremacy of federal law
