The Cold War

Korean War

The Korean War was fought between South Korea and communist North Korea. It was the first major conflict of the Cold War as the Soviet Union supported North Korea and the United States supported South Korea. The war ended with little resolution. The countries are still divided today and North Korea is still ruled by a communist regime. 

Dates: June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953 

Leaders: 

The leader and Prime Minister of North Korea was Kim Il-sung. North Korea's chief commander was Choi Yong-kun. 

The President of South Korea was Syngman Rhee. The South Korean Army was led by Chung II-kwon. The United States Army and United Nations forces were lead by General Douglas MacArthur. The US President at the start of the war was Harry Truman. Dwight D. Eisenhower was president by the end of the war. 

Countries Involved 

Supporting North Korea was the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China. Supporting South Korea was the United States, Great Britain, and the United Nations. 

Before the War 

Before World War II, the Korean Peninsula had been a part of Japan. After the war it needed to be divided up. The Northern half went under the control of the Soviet Union and the Southern half under the control of the United States. The two sides were divided at the 38th parallel. 

Eventually two separate states formed with North Korea forming a communist government with Kim Il-sung as leader and South Korea forming a capitalist government under the rule of Syngman Rhee. 

The two sides did not get along and there were constant skirmishes and battles along the border at the 38th parallel. Attempts were being made to negotiate a unified country, but they were going nowhere. 

North Korea Attacks 

On June 25, 1950 North Korea invaded South Korea. The South Korean Army fled and forces from the United Nations came to help out. The United States provided the majority of the United Nations forces. Soon the South Korea government only occupied a small part of Korea on the southern tip. 

The War 

At first the United Nations was only trying to defend South Korea, however, after the first summer of fighting, President Truman decided to go on the offensive. He said the war was now about liberating North Korea from communism. 

Battle of Inchon 

General George MacArthur led the UN forces on an attack at the Battle of Inchon. The Battle was a success and MacArthur was able to move in and route much of the North Korean army. He soon had retaken control of the city of Seoul as well as South Korea back up to the 38th parallel. 

China Enters the War 

MacArthur continued to be aggressive and pushed the North Koreans all the way to the northern border. However, the Chinese were not happy with this and sent their army to enter the war. At this point President Truman replaced MacArthur with General Matthew Ridgway. 
Firing of MacArthur

 At the beginning of the Korean War, General Douglas MacArthur was appointed as the commander of U.S. and U.N. forces. In 1951, MacArthur advocated using atomic weapons against both North Korea and China. At that point, President Truman fired MacArthur. 

	Harry S. Truman, Speech Explaining the Firing of MacArthur, April 13, 1951 
	General Douglas MacArthur Defends His Conduct in the War in Korea, April 19, 1951 

	The question we have had to face is whether the Communist plan of conquest can be stopped without general war... That is what we have been doing. It is a difficult and bitter task. But so far it has been successful… 
So far, by fighting a limited war in Korea, we have prevented aggression from succeeding, and bringing on a general war. And the ability of the whole free world to resist Communist aggression has been greatly improved. 
We have taught the enemy a lesson. He has found out that aggression is not cheap or easy. Moreover, men all over the world who want to remain free have been given new courage and new hope. They know now that the champions of freedom can stand up and fight and that they will stand up and fight… 
We do not want to see the conflict in Korea extended. We are trying to prevent a world war—not to start one. The best way to do that is to make it plain that we and the other free countries will continue to resist the attack. 
But you may ask, why can’t we take other steps to punish the aggressor? Why don’t we bomb...China itself? If we were to do these things we would be running a very grave risk of starting a larger general war. If that were to happen, we would have brought about the exact situation we are trying to prevent. If we were to do these things, we would become entangled in a vast conflict on the continent of Asia and our task would become immeasurably more difficult all over the world. 
	If a potential enemy can divide his strength on two fronts, it is for us to counter his efforts. The Communist threat is a global one. Its successful advance in one sector threatens the destruction of every other sector. You cannot appease1 or otherwise surrender to communism in Asia without simultaneously2 undermining our efforts to halt its advance in Europe.... 
...[In Korea]... we hurled back the invader and decimated3 his forces. Our victory was complete, and our objectives within reach, when Red China intervened with numerically superior ground forces. 
This created a new war and an entirely new situation, a situation not contemplated4 when our forces were committed against the North Korean invaders; a situation which called for new decisions... to permit the realistic adjustment of military strategy. Such decisions have not been forthcoming... 
There are some who for varying reasons would appease Red China. They are blind to history’s clear lesson, for history teaches with unmistakable emphasis that appeasement but begets5 new and bloodier war. It points to no single instance where this end has justified that means, where appeasement had led to more than a sham6 peace.... 


	 appease: give into an aggressor's demands 

2. simultaneously: at the same time 

3. decimated: destroyed, killed a large percentage of 
	4. contemplated: thought of 

5. begets: leads to 

6. sham: fake, false, pretend 


Back to the 38th Parallel 

Ridgway fortified the border just north of the 38th Parallel. Here the two sides would battle for the rest of the war. North Korea would attack the south at various points and the UN army would retaliate trying to prevent more attacks. 

End of the War 

Negotiations continued for much of the war, but President Truman did not want to appear weak. When Eisenhower became president, he was much more willing to offer concessions to end the war. 

On July 17, 1953 a treaty was signed that ended the war. Few things had changed as a result of the war. Both countries would remain independent and the border would remain at the 38th parallel. However, between the two countries a 2 mile demilitarized zone was placed to act as a buffer in hopes to prevent future wars. 

Facts About the Korean War 

· Although Korea was not strategic to the US, they entered the war because they did not want to appear soft on communism. They also wanted to protect Japan, which they did consider strategic.

· The TV show M*A*S*H was set during the Korean War.

· The situation today in Korea is similar to what it was 50+ years ago after the war. Little has changed.

· It is estimated that around 2.5 million people were killed or wounded during the war. Around 40,000 US soldiers died in the war. The civilian casualties were especially high with estimates of around 2 million civilians killed.

· It is thought that President Truman strongly considered using nuclear weapons during the war.

Name: 






Korean War Questions: 

	1) What country had control of the Korean peninsula before World War II?

	2) Why did the Korean War begin? What year did the Korean War begin?

	3) What was used as the border between North Korea and South Korea?

	4) North Korea is ruled by what type of government?

	5) Who was president of the United States during the Korean War?

	6) True or False: The Korean War ended with Northern Korea taking over the government of South Korea and the country
 being united under communist rule.



	7)   What country entered the side of North Korea and changed the course of the war?

	8)   What side attacked first?

	9) Who was the main general for the United Nations and the United States at the start of the war?

	10)   According to Truman, why has fighting a limited war been successful in Korea? 

11)  What is the reason Truman does not want the war in Korea expanded into China? 

12)Why does MacArthur believe the United States should not back down from a war with China? 

13) What does MacArthur say will happen if the United States gives into China's aggression in Korea? 

14) Whose arguments do you find more convincing, Truman or MacArthur's? In other words, who do you

 think was right? Why? 

15) Which side was considered the winner of the war?

16) Explain whether or not United States was successful in stopping the spread of communism in Korea.


