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James K Polk’s Mexican-American War Speech

Read this excerpt from Polk’s speech and answer the questions on the back. 

May 11, 1846

 To the Senate and House of Representatives:
 
The existing state of the relations between the United States and Mexico renders it proper that I should bring the subject to the consideration of Congress. In my message at the commencement of your present session the wrongs and injuries committed by the Mexican government on citizens of the United States, in their persons and property, were briefly set forth. 

On the 10th of November, 1845, Mr. John Slidell, of Louisiana, was commissioned by me as envoy of the United States to Mexico, and was entrusted to address the questions of the Texas boundary. 


Mr. Slidell arrived on the 30th of November, and was courteously received by the authorities of that city. But the government of (Mexico) on the 21st of December refused to accept Mr. Slidell. Thus the government of Mexico refused the offer a peaceful (solution) of our difficulties. 
I ordered a military force to take a position "between the Nueces and the Rio Grande" This had become necessary, to meet a threatened invasion of Texas by the Mexican forces, for which extensive military preparations had been made. The invasion was threatened solely because Texas had determined, in accordance with a solemn resolution of the Congress of the United States, to annex herself to our Union; and, under these circumstances, it was our duty to extend our protection over her citizens and soil. 

A party of sixty-three men and officers, dispatched from the American camp on the Rio Grande, became engaged with a large body of (Mexican) troops, and, after a short affair, in which some sixteen were killed and wounded, appear to have been surrounded and compelled to surrender.

Upon the pretext that Texas, a nation independent, thought proper to unite with our own.  Now Mexico has passed the boundary of the United States, has invaded our territory, and shed American blood upon the American soil. She has proclaimed that hostilities have commenced, and that the two nations are now at war. 

As war exists, and, notwithstanding all our efforts to avoid it, exists by the act of Mexico herself, we are called upon by every consideration of duty and patriotism to vindicate with decision the honor, the rights, and the interests of our country. 

In further vindication of our rights, and defense of our territory, I invoke the prompt action of Congress to recognize the existence of the war. I shall be prepared to renew negotiations, whenever Mexico shall be ready to receive propositions, or to make propositions of her own. 

James Polk

President of the United States

Answer the Questions below in complete sentences. 
1) At the beginning of the speech Polk speaks of “wrongs and injuries committed by the Mexican government.” What is he referring to?

2) John Slidell was refused an audience with the Mexican Government. Why do you think the Mexican government had nothing to say to the U.S. representative? What was their perspective on Texas Annexation and Manifest Destiny?

3) What is Polk’s main argument when it comes to Texas? Why does he say the United States has to defend Texas? (Hint: Mexico would disagree with this argument)
4) If you were a congressman in the Senate in 1846, how would you vote on the proposal for the Mexican-American war? What argument did Polk make that you agree with? What argument did Polk make that you disagree with? 

Fill out the chart below
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