“INDEPENDENT/DEPENDENT VARIABLES”

Directions: Given the following hypothesis, pick out the independent variable, and the dependent variable.
Independent Variable: the experimental factor that is manipulated; the variable whose effect is being studied
Dependent Variable: the outcome factor; the variable that may change in response to manipulations of the independent variable.
Example: X amount of sleeping pills helps the otherwise healthy person with insomnia to sleep better.

a. Independent: the medicine/sleeping pills

b. Dependent: # of people that slept better with/without sleeping pills

1. Individuals will respond more to a person in uniform than to a person not in uniform.

c. Independent: 
d. Dependent:
2. Violent behavior observed in early childhood will cause individuals to become violent as adults.
a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
3. Tylenol will improve lower back pain in individuals more than a placebo.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
4. Men who lift weights are less likely to suffer sports related injuries than those who do not.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
5. Females that take a multivitamin are less likely to have children with birth defects than females that do not take a multivitamin.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
6.  Developmental psychologists want to know if exposing children to public television improves their reading skills.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
7.  Physiological psychologists wonder about the relationship between the intake of wine and emotional reactions to frightening stimuli.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
8.  Sensory psychologists want to know whether birds also experience optical illusions.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
9.  Operant psychologists want to know whether reinforcing (rewarding) comments will make people work harder on an assembly line.
a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
10.  Cognitive psychologists wonder what kind of diagrams are easiest for people to remember.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
11. Comparative psychologist study whether a young monkey will prefer to spend time with a pretend monkey made of wire that also provides milk or a pretend monkey that is covered with cloth but provides no milk.
a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
12.  A clinical psychologist wants to know whether people who have had psychotherapy are more or less likely to have problems in the future.

a. Independent: 
b. Dependent:
