






Name: __________________________________







Date: __________________

Period: ____

Life during the Cold War -Document Analysis Activity
Directions: Please analyze the documents with your group and answer the questions that follow. You will use these artifacts to understand how Americans experienced the Cold War at home in America.
Station #1: Cold War Charts – Document Folder
Background: Cold War tensions increased around the world during the presidency of Eisenhower. In this hostile atmosphere, Americans adjusted to the reality of living with the constant threat of nuclear war. These charts analyze both public opinion, defense spending, and nuclear proliferation. 

1. Look at Doc #1. Use the first chart to answer the following about our dealings with Russia.

a. _____ % of Americans – more willing to compromise

b. _____ % of Americans – should be firmer toward the Soviet Union

c. _____ % of Americans – policy about right

d. Which category would you have voted for in 1948? _____________________________

2. Look at Doc #1: Use the second pie chart about containment to discuss how important it is for the United States to try to stop the spread of Communism around the world?

a. _____ % of Americans – very important

b. _____ % of Americans – not important

3. List two reasons why Americans felt it was very important to stop Communism in 1959:

4. Look at the line graph in document #1 titled: The Decline of Trust after the war. Summarize what happened after 1945 regarding U.S. opinion and trust of the Soviet Union. Why? 

5. Look at Cold War Charts – document #3. In 1940 the United States spend _______% of their military budget on defense, in 1950 they spent _______% on defense, in 1960 they spent _________% on defense, and in 1990 they spent _______% on defense. Discuss: What does this tell you?

6. Examine the chart that compares the number of warheads between the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. 

a. America had an advantage in the arms race during the years _________ - __________

b. At their height, the Soviet Union had __________________ war heads.

c. Discuss: This highlights the MAD theory: Mutual assured destruction. What do you think that means and how did it define the Cold War? 

Station #2: The Space Race – Document Folder
Background: In October 1957 the Soviets launched Sputnik, the world’s first artificial satellite. Americans feared that if the Soviet Union could launch a satellite, it could launch missiles to attack the United States. In January 1958 the United States responded by launching its own satellite. Later that year, the U.S. government established NASA to conduct space research. 

1. Examine document #1 – newspaper article about Sputnik being launched
a. The article mentions that launching the satellite was a tremendous victory for Science but also for Soviet propaganda. Why? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. When is the best time to spot the satellite? ___________________________

c. Best instruments to use to spot it? __________________________________

d. Chances of spotting it? ___________________________________________

2. Examine document #2 – political cartoon titled ‘Wonder why we’re not keeping pace?’
a. According to the cartoonist, what two things are holding back U.S. Science?
i. 




ii. 

b. Discuss with group: What would the public reaction be to this cartoon in the 1950s?
3. Examine document #3 – cartoon and text and answer the following:
a. What woke Uncle Sam up from his deep sleep?
b. Based on the cartoon, what does the word complacency mean? 

4. Read the description of growing up in the ‘Sputnik age’ by Karen Nielsen. How did life change for young boys and girls? Why did the Sputnik launch create a lot of anxiety?

5. Examine document #4 – description by John Gunther with three photographs 

a. How did the Sputnik launch change the power dynamic between the U.S. and Soviet Union?
b. How did the Sputnik launch change our attitude toward the containment strategy?

c. What is interesting about the shape of the playground equipment? When do you think they were built and why? 

Station #3-B: The Arms Race – Chromebook – mreidsocialstudies.weebly.com
Background: The Soviet Union tested its first atomic bomb in 1949 and its first hydrogen bomb in 1953. In what became a nuclear arms race, both the United States and the Soviet Union rushed to build more and more weapons. 

1. An animated ____________ named __________ taught American children to duck and ________ in case of atomic attack. Bert’s lessons reflected a national concern with ____________________. In 1950, Congress created the Civil Defense Administration, which in turn brought America fallout shelters, the ___________________________________ system, and food stockpiles. It was widely reported that the Soviet Union ran its citizens through a comprehensive civil defense regimen that included mandatory ____________________________, drills, and alerts. We had to be prepared. 
2. Watch the duck and cover video clip: Discuss with your group: Would the drills have made you feel safe? Explain why or why not. 

3. Read the quote by Fred Bimber about his experience of growing up with the fear of nuclear attack. How did he experience it differently than adults?

4. Look through the photographs of bomb shelters with your group. Do you think your family would have built a backyard shelter? Explain. 

5. Discuss with your group the meaning of the political cartoon about mutual assured destruction. 

6. Watch the final clip about the nuclear arms race and write down one new fact you learned.

Station 4: The Red Scare

Background: A congressional committee called the House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) investigated Communist influence in America. In 1947 HUAC launched a series of hearings to expose what it believed was Communist influence in the Hollywood movie industry. The committee branded as ‘red’, or Communist, actors and writers who would not answer questions or who refused to reveal the names of suspected Communists. People suspected of Communist sympathies were often blacklisted, or denied work. Some of these people never worked in movies again.

1. Examine document #1 – the pamphlet titled ‘How and What to tell a Communist’
Use the 1950s pamphlet to answer the following about how to interact and identify a Communist. 
a. _____ True or False: You can identify a Communist through physical appearance.

b. _____ True or False: Communists are all kinds of people in all walks of life and races.

c. _____ True or False: A Communist will usually deny that he is a Communist.

d. What four things should you tell a Communist that is trying to talk to you about his beliefs?

2. Examine document #2 – The political cartoon titled ‘Fire’
Discuss the following questions with your group in order to help you understand the document:
a. What does the Statue of Liberty represent?

b. Who / what does the man climbing the ladder represent?

c. What does it symbolize to throw water on the Statue of Liberty torch?

Write a short description of the meaning of this cartoon and its relation to the Red Scare?

3. Examine document #3 – The political cartoon labeled ‘It’s Okay – We’re Hunting Communists’
Discuss with group and write a short description of its meaning and relation to the Red Scare?

4. Examine document #4 – The HUAC testimony of Walt Disney

a. What type of propaganda films did Disney produce during the war?
b. Does Disney believe that any Communists are employed at his company?

c. How does Disney feel about the Communist party?

d. Why does Disney feel there is a Communist threat in the motion picture industry?

Part V: Cold War Fears – Chromebook – mreidsocialstudies.weebly.com
Background: Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy contributed to fears in the early 1950s by charging that Communists were working inside the State Department. McCarthy produced no concrete proof of crimes. When challenged, he made up new charges, labeling those who questioned him as ‘soft on communism’. This method of making aggressive accusations without proof became known as McCarthyism. 

Directions: Please read the information and watch the two video clips about McCarthyism and the HUAC hearings. After you are done watching, please list three new facts that you learned from each video and discuss with your group. 
Video #1: McCarthyism

Video #2: Red Scare and HUAC Hearings

After watching both videos, do you think that the HUAC hearings were fundamentally un-American? Do you agree with McCarthy or Truman? Discuss with your group and bullet point your thoughts below. 
