	Unit 4A WWII

	Dropping the Atomic Bomb


July 1945

Dear Mr. President,

I am writing to inform you that the atomic bomb is finished. Below are some of its capabilities. I have also included some information about your intended targets. I hope you find these facts useful.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Reid 

Atomic Bomb Fact Sheet
· The Atomic Bombs cost nearly $2 billion in 1945 ($21 billion in the future) to develop.

· The bomb for Hiroshima can produce an explosion equivalent to the force of 15,000 tons of TNT.

· The bomb for Nagasaki can produce an explosion equivalent to the force of 21,000 tons of TNT.

· Hiroshima has almost 300,000 civilians living in it. It is also an important military center where about 43,000 soldiers live.

· Nagasaki is an industrial center and major port city in Japan. It has approximately 52,000 homes and over 200,000 people living in it.

· The world has never seen an atomic bomb used before. That means that no one in the entire world knows how small or how widespread the bombs' effects could be. We also do not know what sort of effect the radiation will have on human beings.

· Thus far, more than 300,000 American lives have been lost as a result of the second world war.

Question: Based on the fact sheet, Should US drop the atomic bomb?

	YES
	NO

	
	


REASONS FOR DROPPING THE ATOMIC BOMB ON HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI

Instructions: Read this list of reasons for dropping the atomic bomb, highlighting important material. Think about how your reasons compare with these.

The Japanese had demonstrated near-fanatical resistance, fighting to almost the last man on Pacific islands, committing mass suicide on Saipan and unleashing kamikaze attacks at Okinawa. Fire-bombing had killed 100,000 in Tokyo with no discernible political effect.

The atomic bomb would in theory bring a quick end to the already long war. Any other method would be time consuming.

With only two bombs ready (and a third on the way by late August 1945) it was too risky to "waste" one in a demonstration over an unpopulated area.

An invasion of Japan would have caused casualties on both sides that could easily have exceeded the toll at Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

As some of the scientist working on the bomb stated “if we can save even a handful of

American lives, the let us use this weapon”

The two targeted cities would have been firebombed anyway.

Immediate use of the bomb convinced the world of its horror and prevented future use when nuclear stockpiles were far larger.

It was part of total war, or a conflict of unlimited scope in which participants mobilize all resources available to them.

Japanese leadership was resistant to the idea of surrender. Only the use of the atomic bomb and the destruction it caused could convince them to surrender.

Not using the atomic bomb would make the Manhattan Project (the name of the project to make the bomb) a failure and a waste of money.

The Soviet Union was quickly gaining power. The use of the atomic bomb would give the United States an advantage over the Soviet Union.

REASONS AGAINST DROPPING THE ATOMIC BOMB ON HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI
 Instructions: Read this list of reasons against dropping the atomic bomb, highlighting important material. Think about how your reasons compare with these.

Japan was ready to call it quits anyway. More than 60 of its cities had been destroyed by conventional bombing, the home islands were being blockaded by the American

Navy, and the Soviet Union entered the war by attacking Japanese troops in

Manchuria.

American refusal to modify its "unconditional surrender" demand to allow the Japanese to keep their emperor needlessly prolonged Japan's resistance.

A demonstration explosion over Tokyo harbor would have theoretically convinced

Japan's leaders to quit without killing many people.

Even if Hiroshima was necessary, the U.S. did not give enough time for word to filter out of its devastation before bombing Nagasaki.

The bomb was used partly to justify the $2 billion spent on its development.

The two cities were of limited military value. Civilians outnumbered troops in Hiroshima five or six to one.

Due to the limited military value of the cities, the dropping of the atomic bombs were an act of terrorism as civilians were the main casualties.

Japanese lives were sacrificed simply for power politics between the U.S. and the

Soviet Union.

Conventional firebombing would have caused as much significant damage without making the U.S. the first nation to use nuclear weapons.

It is immoral to drop the atomic bomb without warning and to drop the second bomb all together.
Task:  Write a 1-page essay addressing the following question of whether or not “Should Truman drop the Atomic Bomb on Japan?”
